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1
Decision/action requested

The group is asked to discuss and approve the proposals.
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Background and observation

The objective of the study for the management aspects of edge computing focuses on the management of the edge computing functionalities that include deployment, undeployment, provisioning, performance assurance, ... etc. to support edge computing services (see SP-180390 [1]). The study is based on TS 23.501 [3] “System Architecture for the 5G System; Stage 2”, and mainly focuses on the management of network functions, such as SMF, NEF, NRF, and edge computing VNFs (see TR 28.803 [2]).
SA6 is working on TR 23.758 “Study on application architecture for enabling Edge Applications” that focuses on identifying architecture requirements (e.g. discovery of edge services, authentication of the clients), supporting application layer functional model and corresponding solutions to enable the deployment of applications on the edge of 3GPP networks (see TR 23.758 [4]),
Some enablers have been specified since Release 15 as described in clause 5.13 in 3GPP TS 23.501, to support the edge computing and its deployment together with 5GS. However, currently in the industry, there is still a lack of common understanding how the edge computing can be deployed with the 5G System. The relationship between 5GS and application architecture for edge computing is not obvious to the reader given that the application architecture for edge computing is out of scope of TS 23.501 and 23.502, which can lead to potential obstacles for the future business deployment of edge computing together with 5GS. Therefore, SA2 started a new study on enhancement of support for Edge Computing in 5GC (see SP-190185 [5]) to address the issues aforementioned.
It is observed that the edge computing management study in SA5 is relevant to SA2’s and SA6’s study items, as they cover the edge computing deployment in 5GS, edge computing application deployment, and the edge computing application architecture.

Here are the way forward proposals: 

1. For the normative works related to EC management: start the SA5’s EC management normative works, based on the conclusion stated in draft TR 28.803. 

2. For SA5’s EC management study:

- Option 1: Align SA5’s EC management study with SA2’s and SA6’s studies – defer the completion of SA5’s EC to Rel.17.
 This proposal has a risk that no clear indication on when SA2’s and SA6’s studies will be finished.
- Option 2: Complete the Re. 16 EC management study, based on the existing TS 23.501, and create a new Rel.17 EC management study to align with SA2’s and SA6’s studies.
This proposal has a risk that no clear indication on when SA2’s and SA6’s studies will be finished. 

leave the EC management study open.
4
proposal

Way forward proposal for the edge computing related works:


1. For the normative works related to EC management: start the SA5’s EC management normative works, based on the conclusion stated in draft TR 28.803. 

2. For SA5’s EC management study:

- Option 1: Align SA5’s EC management study with SA2’s and SA6’s studies – defer the completion of SA5’s EC to Rel.17.

- Option 2: Complete the Rel. 16 EC management study, based on the existing TS 23.501, and create a new Rel.17 EC management study to align with SA2’s and SA6’s studies. 
- Option 3: Complete the Rel. 16 EC management study, based on the existing TS 23.501.
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